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       World Days Curriculum Ideas 
              1 July: International Joke Day 

          12 July: Malala Day 

               August 9: International Day of the World’s Indigenous People 

    August 23: International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition 

 
 

World Days Curriculum Ideas 
 

Today’s students face so many challenges understanding our increasingly  
complex world and figuring out how to navigate the future. Each month,  

international world days draw special attention to a range of themes pertinent  
to the times in which we are living. These global days are wonderful  

opportunities for educators to work with students to explore and reflect on  
these topics. 

 
At Novel Ideas, we strongly believe that engaging with literature and story  
telling is one of the most effective (and enjoyable!) tools at our disposal for  

promoting the kind of engaged learning and self-reflection today’s world asks  
of our young people. Each month, we will highlight a set of world days, paired  

with novel studies that focus on the identified themes. 
 

The more we know and understand, the more we apply our imaginations to  
what can be done, the better world we can contribute to building! 

 

 Learn More 

http://novelideas-inc.com/worlddays.html


 

July 1: International Joke Day 
 
Ramona Quimby, Age 8  
 
by Beverly Cleary 
 
Ramona Quimby loves to joke!  A 
humor that is distinctly Ramona’s 
touches every part of this story, from 
her excitement at getting to ride the 
school bus and having Sustained 
Silent Reading added to her school 
day (the best part of being in grade 
3!), to the frustrations of having to 
play baby games with Willa Jean and 
dealing with the eraser-stealing “Yard 
Ape” at school, to the lonely 
disorientation of navigating a family 
situation where her parents are even 
busier than usual. 
 
READING for SUCCESS: You can 
order the novel study here:  
 
 
 
 

July 12: Malala Day 
 
I am Malala  
 
by Malala 
 
Imagine living in Pakistan during the rise 
of the Taliban, where loving school and 
being top girl in your class were turned 
into criminal behavior. Imagine soldiers 
boarding your school bus and shooting 
you and two other children just because 
you fought for the right to keep learning. 
Malala, the youngest ever Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, tells the story of her fight 
for survival and the right for all children 
to have access to quality education. 
 
READERS & WRITERS - BIOGRAPHY: 
You can order the materials for using 
this book to teach the genre biography 
here: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Order Here 

Order Here 

https://novel-ideas.myshopify.com/products/copy-of-2032-01-rsrq-ramona-quimby-age-8-by-beverly-cleary-teacher-materials?_pos=1&_sid=edd44e357&_ss=r
https://novel-ideas.myshopify.com/products/biography-readers-writers-becoming-authors-through-genre-studies?_pos=1&_sid=14e14ccd0&_ss=r
https://novel-ideas.myshopify.com/products/copy-of-2032-01-rsrq-ramona-quimby-age-8-by-beverly-cleary-teacher-materials?_pos=1&_sid=edd44e357&_ss=r
https://novel-ideas.myshopify.com/products/biography-readers-writers-becoming-authors-through-genre-studies?_pos=1&_sid=14e14ccd0&_ss=r


 

August 9: International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous 
People 
 
Secret of the Andes 
 
by Ann Nolan Clark 
 
Cusi is a young Incan boy living in the 
Peruvian Andes, in the company of 
just his caretaker, Chuto, and the 
herd of llamas it is their responsibility 
for which to take care. He becomes 
curious about the world beyond the 
beautiful landscape in which he grew 
up after observing, from a distance, a 
family move into the valley below. 
Cusi goes on two journeys as he 
comes of age, the first to the Salt 
Pits, with Chuto, and then to Cusco, 
alone and in search of his heart’s true 
desire. A beautifully written, lyrical 
book, with a sequence on lyrical 
poetry in our corresponding novel 
study. 
 
READING for SUCCESS: You can 
order the novel study here:  
 
 
 

August 23: International Day for 
the Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition 
 
Freedom Crossing 
 
by Margaret Goff Clark 
 
Set in the1850s, Laura Eastman is 15 
years old and has just moved back to 
New York after living with her aunt and 
uncle in Virginia for four years. Still 
seeing things from the perspective of 
her southern relatives, she is shocked 
and shaken to learn that her father and 
brother are part of the Underground 
Railroad and have been hiding people 
escaping from slavery in their home. 
When Martin, a young boy who is trying 
to escape slavery, is brought to her 
house for protection while her father is 
away, Laura is forced to face important 

 
 
 
 

Learn More 

https://novel-ideas.myshopify.com/products/2071-01-rssa-secret-of-the-andes-by-ann-nolan-clark-teacher-materials?_pos=1&_sid=969d1d645&_ss=r
https://novel-ideas.myshopify.com/products/copy-of-2044-01-rscw-charlottes-web-teacher-materials-1?_pos=3&_sid=22500c11a&_ss=r
https://novel-ideas.myshopify.com/products/2071-01-rssa-secret-of-the-andes-by-ann-nolan-clark-teacher-materials?_pos=1&_sid=969d1d645&_ss=r


decisions about what she believes is 
right and wrong.  
 
READING for SUCCESS: You can 
order the novel study here:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

CELEBRATING SCHOOL AND STUDENT SUCCESSES 
 

We would like to recognize school and student successes in our newsletter. Please send Terry 
Dodds (terrydodds@shaw.ca) emails telling us about successes your school and/or students have 

achieved using our programs. 
 

 
 
Please feel free to forward this Newsletter to someone you think would find it useful. 

 

 

 
 

Novel Ideas Inc. 
Phone: 250-652-9704    Fax: 250-652-9745     Email:  terrydodds@shaw.ca 

Website: www.novelideas-inc.com 
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